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Real terms average weekly earnings, Britain, 
Dec 2009 - Dec 2019

Source: ONS
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Source: https://leftpartiesprotestmovements.wordpress.com/britain_protest/

https://leftpartiesprotestmovements.wordpress.com/britain_protest/


Fainshmidt, S., Witt, M.A., Aguilera, R.V. et al. The contributions of qualitative comparative analysis 
(QCA) to international business research. J Int Bus Stud 51, 455–466 (2020).

Beyond linear regression and qualitative case 
studies: (fuzzy set) Qualitative Comparative Analysis

necessary sufficient



Fainshmidt, S., Witt, M.A., Aguilera, R.V. et al. The contributions of qualitative comparative analysis 
(QCA) to international business research. J Int Bus Stud 51, 455–466 (2020).

advantages

• Works with manageable number of qualitative cases (from around 12 
upwards)

• Allows identification of multiple configurations of causal conditions

• Equifinality of causal conditions

• Asymetric solutions

• The solution contains specific examples – allowing further qualitative 
analysis



Potential conditions

• Militancy

• Sustained action

• ‘Choke points’ (transport sector)

• Grassroots mobilisation (independent unions/mobilisation)

• Immediacy (scale and material interest)

• Political support



Potential conditions

• Militancy

• Sustained action

• ‘Choke points’ (transport sector)

• Grassroots mobilisation (independent unions/mobilisation)

• Immediacy (scale and material interest)

• Political support



https://sites.google.com/view/contesting-austerity-uk/home

https://sites.google.com/view/contesting-austerity-uk/home




Findings: worker-led dissent

•7 ‘causal recipes’:
• Immediacy & strike action 

• Sustained & Immediacy

• Transport sector & strike action

• Transport sector & government support

• Independent & immediacy

• Immediacy & government support

• Sustained & independent &strike action

• Solution inclusion score: 0.867; Solution coverage: 0.697.
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Source: https://leftpartiesprotestmovements.wordpress.com/britain_protest/

https://leftpartiesprotestmovements.wordpress.com/britain_protest/


https://sites.google.com/view/ukenvironmentalism2010s

https://sites.google.com/view/ukenvironmentalism2010s/home




Preliminary findings: climate change action

• Very disruptive actions

• Perception of immediate health/safety risks

• Publicity campaign damages firm/govt. reputation


