26 May 2022
URINARY, GYNAECOLOGICAL, HEPATOBILIARY AND PANCREATIC CANCER
INCIDENCE AND SURVIVAL STATISTICS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND: 1993-2020
Official Statistics on urinary, gynaecological, hepatobiliary and pancreatic cancers
diagnosed in NI during 1993-2020 were published on 26th May 2022 at 9:30am. This
release provides details of the number of these cancers diagnosed each year, along with
incidence rates over time and data for a range of geographic areas. Survival trends and
prevalence (the number of people alive) is also provided.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, which began in 2020, a further report has been compiled
for each cancer type detailing how incidence and survival for that cancer has changed
between Apr-Dec 2018-2019 and Apr-Dec 2020 thereby providing an overview of the
impact of the pandemic on cancer patients and cancer services in general.
Key facts and figures from these reports are presented below

Urinary cancers
•

During 2020 there were 1,224 cases of prostate cancer, 63 cases of testicular cancer,
218 cases of bladder cancer and 241 cases of kidney cancer.

•

Compared to the average number of cases in Apr-Dec 2018-2019, in Apr-Dec 2020
there was:
o a 14.5% decrease in prostate cancer cases (from 1,035 to 885),
o a 13.7% decrease in testicular cancer cases (from 51 to 44),
o a 6.1% decrease in bladder cancer cases (from 181 to 170) and
o a 32.1% decrease in kidney cancer cases (from 237 to 161).

•

The proportion of cancers that were diagnosed at a late stage (stage IV) increased
from 17.2% to 20.1% among prostate cancer patients, from 15.6% to 21.7% among
kidney cancer patients and from 9.9% to 15.3% among bladder cancer patients.

•

The proportion of prostate cancer patients receiving treatment within six months of
diagnosis decreased from 73.6% among those diagnosed in Apr-Dec 2018-2019 to
64.4% among those diagnosed in Apr-Dec 2020. Specifically, the proportion receiving
surgery decreased from 9.3% to 6.4%, while the proportion receiving hormone therapy
decreased from 63.5% to 55.1%. However, the proportion receiving chemotherapy
increased from 7.1% to 9.4% and there was no significant change in the proportion
receiving radiotherapy.

•

There were no significant changes in the proportion of bladder, kidney or testicular
cancer patients receiving treatment within six months of diagnosis.

•

For patients diagnosed in Apr-Dec 2020, three-month survival after diagnosis for each
cancer type was as follows:
o Prostate cancer: 96.7%
o Bladder cancer: 85.9%
o Kidney cancer: 86.6%
o Testicular cancer: 97.7%
This represented a slight reduction in survival for all four cancer types compared to
survival for patients diagnosed in Apr-Dec of 2018-2019. However, reductions were not
large enough to conclusively indicate poorer survival prospects for patients diagnosed
in 2020, but warrant further follow up of patients to determine their longer term
outcomes.

Gynaecological cancers
•

During 2020 there were 73 cases of cervical cancer, 172 cases of ovarian cancer and
238 cases of uterine cancer.

•

Compared to the average number of cases in Apr-Dec 2018-2019, in Apr-Dec 2020
there was:
o a 22.9% decrease in cervical cancer cases (from 70 to 54),
o a 23.9% decrease in ovarian cancer cases (from 163 to 124) and
o a 17.4% decrease in uterine cancer cases (from 213 to 176).

•

The proportion of ovarian cancer patients diagnosed at a later stage (stages III/IV)
increased between Apr-Dec 2018-2019 and Apr-Dec 2020 from 54.6% to 62.1%, while
the proportion of uterine cancer patients diagnosed at these stages increased from
24.4% to 28.4%. There was no significant change in the stage at which cervical cancer
patients were diagnosed.

•

The proportion of uterine cancer patients receiving treatment within six months of
diagnosis decreased from 89.2% among those diagnosed in Apr-Dec 2018-2019 to
81.8% among those diagnosed in Apr-Dec 2020. Specifically, the proportion receiving
surgery decreased from 79.3% to 68.8%. However, the proportion receiving
radiotherapy increased from 22.1% to 33.5%, while there was no significant change in
the proportion receiving chemotherapy or hormone therapy.

•

There were no significant changes in the proportion of cervical or ovarian cancer
patients receiving treatment within six months of diagnosis.

•

For patients diagnosed in Apr-Dec 2020, three-month survival after diagnosis for each
cancer type was as follows:
o Cervical cancer: 100.0%
o Ovarian cancer: 81.3%
o Uterine cancer: 91.7%
This represented a slight reduction in survival for ovarian and uterine cancer compared
to patients diagnosed in Apr-Dec of 2018-2019. However, reductions were not large
enough to conclusively indicate poorer survival prospects for patients diagnosed in
2020, but warrant further follow up of patients to determine their longer term outcomes.

Hepatobiliary and pancreatic cancers
•

During 2020 there were 297 cases of pancreatic cancer, 132 cases of liver cancer and
127 cases of gallbladder cancer.

•

Compared to the average number of cases in Apr-Dec 2018-2019, in Apr-Dec 2020
there was:
o a 13.9% increase in pancreatic cancer cases (from 201 to 229),
o a 19.2% decrease in liver cancer cases (from 120 to 97) and
o a 24.7% increase in gallbladder cancer cases (from 77 to 96).

•

The proportion of pancreatic cancer patients diagnosed at a late stage (stage IV)
increased from 48.8% to 55.0%, while the proportion of liver cancer patients diagnosed
at stage IV increased from 21.7% to 30.9%. However, there was a reduction in the
proportion of gallbladder cancers diagnosed at stage IV from 41.6% to 30.2%.

•

The proportion of liver cancer patients receiving treatment within six months of
diagnosis increased from 36.7% among those diagnosed in Apr-Dec 2018-2019 to
48.5% among those diagnosed in Apr-Dec 2020.

•

There were no significant changes in the proportion of pancreatic or gallbladder cancer
patients receiving treatment within six months of diagnosis.

•

For patients diagnosed in Apr-Dec 2020, three-month survival after diagnosis for each
cancer type was as follows:
o Pancreatic cancer: 49.1%
o Liver cancer: 64.2%
o Gallbladder cancer: 51.0%
This represented a slight, but inconclusive, reduction in pancreatic and gallbladder
cancer survival and a slight but inconclusive improvement in liver cancer patient
survival compared to survival of patients diagnosed in Apr-Dec of 2018-2019.

NOTES TO EDITORS:
1.

All the statistics in this release are available at http://www.qub.ac.uk/researchcentres/nicr/CancerInformation/official-statistics/

2.

This release supplements the March 2022 release of statistics on lung cancer
diagnosed in NI during 1993-2020. Statistics for the remaining cancer types will be
released in autumn 2022.

3.

Legislation designating the Northern Ireland Cancer Registry (NICR) as an official
producer of statistics came into place on 1st April 2012. Today’s release of data
adheres to the code of practice referenced in this legislation.

4.

About the data:
a. New cases of cancer are registered from pathology reports, hospital
administration records, and death certificates. GP or hospital charts may also be
accessed if the above sources do not yield a reliable registration.
b. Registrations are validated and quality-checked according to internationally
recognised standards.
c. Released statistics are not patient identifiable.

5.

Incidence refers to the number of new cases of cancer diagnosed in a particular
period of time and population.

6.

The data in this release was produced by:
Northern Ireland Cancer Registry
Mulhouse Building, Grosvenor Road, Belfast BT12 6DP
Tel: 028 9097 6028
Email: nicr@qub.ac.uk
Web site: https://www.qub.ac.uk/research-centres/nicr/

Media inquiries to Queen’s University communications office.
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