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As of October 2006
Education

· 2002 – Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology, Florida Atlantic University. Dissertation director Professor David F. Bjorklund.

· 1999 – M.S. in Experimental Psychology, University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Thesis director Professor Daniel J. Povinelli. 

· 1997 – B.A. (cum laude) in Anthropology with a minor in Psychology, Florida Atlantic University. 

Professional Experience

· (September, 1997 – August, 1999) Graduate Researcher, Cognitive Evolution Group, New Iberia Research Center, University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 

· (September, 1997 – August, 1999) Graduate Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

· (June – July, 1999) Fellow, Dartmouth College & Medical School, Summer Institute in Cognitive Neuroscience, Hanover, NH.

· (January, 2000 – August, 2002) – Teaching Assistant, Department of Psychology, Florida Atlantic University.

· (December, 2002). Junior Fellow. Konrad Lorenz Institute for Evolution and Cognition. Altenberg, Austria.

· (September, 2005 – December, 2005). International Research Fellow, Institute for Cognition and Culture, Queen’s University, Belfast, Ireland.

· (2002 – 2006) – Assistant Professor of Experimental Psychology, University of Arkansas.

· (2006 – ) Reader in History and Anthropology and Director of the Institute of Cognition and Culture, Queen’s University Belfast.

Awards

· Daniel Brown Memorial Award for Research in Psychology, Florida Atlantic University, 2001

· Dissertation Year Grant, Charles E. Schmidt College of Science, Florida Atlantic University, 2002 

· Jack Walker Memorial Scholarship, Department of Psychology, Florida Atlantic University, 2002 

Grants

·  (under review) Templeton Foundation. Co-PI (with Dominic Johnson). “The adaptive logic of religious behaviour and belief.” Co-investigators: Robert Trivers, Richard Sosis, Terry Burnham. $437,147
· Sep 2007-Sep 2010. European Commission EXREL project “Explaining Religion.” Co-PI (with Harvey Whitehouse). €1,996,153
· Jun 2006-May 2008. Templeton Foundation. Consultant (PI David Sloan Wilson). “Religious conceptions of the afterlife from a cultural evolutionary perspective and a general field of evolutionary religious studies.” $132, 414 
Teaching Experience

Undergraduate




Postgraduate
Infancy and Early Childhood Development         Advanced Developmental Psychology 

Research Methods in Psychology


Religious Concept Acquisition in Children Cognition




Cognition and Culture
Introductory/General Psychology
Research in Developmental Psychology

Evolutionary Psychology (Honors Colloquium)
Professional Activities

· Ad Hoc Reviewer: Child Development; Review of General Psychology; School Psychology Quarterly; Journal of Experimental Child Psychology; Evolution & Cognition; Developmental Review; Journal of Personality and Social Psychology; JPSP: ASC; Cambridge Handbook of Consciousness; Human Nature; Journal of Cognition & Culture; Evolutionary Psychology; Cognition; Developmental Science, Behavioral & Brain Sciences, Lawrence Erlbaum; Journal of Ritual Studies; Consciousness and Cognition; Animal Cognition; Personality and Individual Differences 
· Medical Science Monitor International Reviewers Panel (IRP)
· Grant review referee: Evolution & Behaviour programme, the Netherlands Research Council.
· Editorial Board Evolutionary Psychology
· Human Subjects Review Committee: Department of Psychology, University of Arkansas
· Human Subjects Review Coordinator: ICC, Research Ethics Committee, School of History and Anthropology, Queen’s University Belfast 

Publications (students’ names in bold)
Journal Articles 
Bering, J. M. & Shackelford, T. K. (in press). Mental representation and natural selection: The 

special case of human social evolution. Intellectica.

Bering, J. M. (in press). The folk psychology of souls. Behavioral & Brain Sciences.

Bering, J. M. (in press). The cognitive science of souls: Clarifications and extensions of the 

evolutionary model. Response to commentaries on target article. Behavioral & Brain Sciences.

Johnson, D. D. P. & Bering, J. M. (2006). Hand of God, mind of man: Punishment and cognition 

in the evolution of cooperation. Evolutionary Psychology, 4, 219-233.

Bering, J. M. & Parker, B. D. (2006). Children’s attributions of intentions to an invisible agent. 
Developmental Psychology, 42, 253-262.

Bering, J. M. (2006). The cognitive psychology of belief in the supernatural. American Scientist, 94, 
142-149.

Bering, J. M. & Shackelford, T. K. (2005, December). Evolutionary psychology and false 

confession. American Psychologist, 60(9), 1037-1038.

Bering, J. M., McLeod, K. A., & Shackelford, T. K. (2005). Reasoning about dead agents reveals 
possible adaptive trends. Human Nature, 16, 360-381.
Bering, J. M., Hernández-Blasi, C., Bjorklund, D. F. (2005). The development of 
‘afterlife’ beliefs 
in secularly and religiously schooled children. British Journal of Developmental 
Psychology, 23, 587-607.

Bering, J. M., & Johnson, D. D. P. (2005). “O Lord . . . you perceive my thoughts from afar”: 


Recursiveness and the evolution of supernatural agency. Journal of Cognition and 


Culture, 5, 118-142.

Bering, J. M., & Shackelford, T. K. (2004). Supernatural agents may have provided adaptive social 
information: Comment on Atran and Norenzayan. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 27, 732-
733. 

Bering, J. M., & Shackelford, T. K. (2004). The causal role of consciousness: A conceptual 

addendum to human evolutionary psychology. Review of General Psychology, 8, 227-


248.

Bering, J. M. (2004). A critical review of the ‘enculturation hypothesis’: The effects of human 


rearing on great ape social cognition. Animal Cognition, 7, 201-212. 

Bering, J. M. (2004). Natural selection is non-denominational: Why evolutionary models of religion 
should be more concerned with behavior than concepts. Evolution and Cognition, 10, 126-
137.

Bering, J. M. (2004). Consciousness was a ‘trouble-maker’: On the general maladaptiveness of 
unsupported higher-order mental representation. Journal of Mind and Behavior, 25, 


33-56.

Bering, J. M., & Bjorklund, D.F. (2004). The natural emergence of reasoning about the afterlife as 
a developmental regularity. Developmental Psychology, 40, 217-233.

Hernández-Blasi, C., Bering, J. M., & Bjorklund, D. F. (2003). Evolutionary developmental 

psychology: Viewing human ontogeny through the eyes of evolutionary theory 

(Psicología Evolucionista del Desarrollo: Contemplando la ontogénesis humana desde los 

ojos del evolucionismo). Infancia y Aprendizaje, 26, 267-285. 

Bering, J. M. (2003). Religious concepts are probably epiphenomena: A reply to Pyysiäinen, Boyer, 
and Barrett. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 3, 244-254. 

Bering, J. M. (2003). Towards a cognitive theory of existential meaning. New Ideas in Psychology, 
21, 101-120.
Bjorklund, D. F., & Bering, J. M. (2003). A note on the development of deferred imitation in
enculturated juvenile chimpanzees. Developmental Review, 23, 389-412.

Bering, J. M. (2002). Intuitive conceptions of dead agents’ minds: The natural foundations of 

afterlife beliefs as phenomenological boundary. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 2, 263-
308.
Povinelli, D. J., & Bering, J. M. (2002). The mentality of apes revisited. Current Directions in 

Psychological Science, 11, 115-119.
Bering, J. M. (2002). ‘Ratcheting’ up the scalae naturae? Review of The Cultural Origins of 
Human 
Cognition by M. Tomasello. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 1, 353-358.

Bjorklund, D. F., Yunger, J. L., Bering, J. M., & Ragan, P. (2002). The generalization of deferred 

imitation in enculturated chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes). Animal Cognition, 5, 49-58.

Bering, J. M. (2002). The existential theory of mind. Review of General Psychology, 6, 3-24.

Bering, J. M. (2001). Are chimpanzees ‘mere’ existentialists? A phylogenetic approach to religious 
origins. Evolution and Cognition, 7, 126-133.

Bering, J. M. (2001). Theistic percepts in other species: Can chimpanzees represent the minds of 

non-natural agents? Journal of Cognition and Culture, 1, 107-137.

Bering, J. M. (2001). God is not in the mirror: A reply to Gallup and Maser. Journal of Cognition 

and Culture, 1, 207-211.

Bjorklund, D. F., & Bering, J. M. (2000). The evolved child: Applying evolutionary developmental 
psychology to modern schooling. Learning and Individual Differences, 12, 347-373.

Bering, J. M., Bjorklund, D. F., & Ragan, P. (2000). Deferred imitation of object-related actions in 
human-reared, juvenile great apes. Developmental Psychobiology, 36, 218-232.

Bjorklund, D. F., Bering, J. M., & Ragan, P. (2000). A two-year longitudinal study of deferred 
imitation of object manipulation in an enculturated juvenile chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) 
and orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus). Developmental Psychobiology, 37, 229-
237.

Povinelli, D. J., Bering, J., & Giambrone, S. (2000). Toward a science of other minds: Escaping the 
argument by analogy. Cognitive Science, 24, 509-41.

Book Chapters

Bering, J. M. (in press). The cognitive psychology of supernatural belief [As reprinted from 

American Scientist]. In P. McNamara (Ed.). Where God and Man Meet. How the Brain 

and Evolutionary Sciences are Revolutionizing Our Understanding of Religion and 

Spirituality. Westport, CT: Praeger/Greenwood.
Johnson, D. D. P., & Bering, J. M. (in press). Hand of God, mind of man: Punishment and 

cognition in the evolution of cooperation. In J. Schloss and A. Platinga (Eds.), The nature 

of belief: Scientific and philosophical perspectives on the evolution of religion. 

Bering, J. M., & Bjorklund, D. F. (in press). The serpent’s gift: Evolutionary psychology and 

consciousness. In P. D. Zelazo, M. Moscovitch and E. Thompson (Eds.), Cambridge 

handbook of consciousness. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

Bering, J. M. (2005). Untitled. In J. Brockman (Ed.), What we believe but cannot prove: Today's 

leading thinkers on science in the age of certainty (pp. 32-35). US: Harper Collins. 
UK: Simon & Schuster. 

Bering, J. M. (2005). The evolutionary history of an illusion: Religious causal beliefs in children and 
adults. In B. Ellis & D. Bjorklund (Eds.), Origins of the social mind: Evolutionary 
psychology and child development (pp. 411-437). New York: Guilford Press. 

Bering, J. M., & Povinelli, D. J. (2003). Comparing cognitive development. In D. Maestripieri 
(Ed.), Primate psychology: Bridging the gap between the mind and behavior of human 

and nonhuman primates (pp. 205-233). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Bjorklund, D. F. & Bering, J. M. (2003). Big brains, slow development, and social complexity: The 
developmental and evolutionary origins of social cognition. In M. Brüne (Ed.), The social 
brain -evolutionary aspects of development and pathology (pp. 113-151). Wiley.

Povinelli, D. J., Bering, J., & Giambrone, S. (2003). Chimpanzee ‘pointing’: Another error of the 

argument by analogy? In S. Kita (Ed.), Pointing: Where language, culture, and cognition 
meet (pp. 35-68). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.

Bjorklund, D. F., & Bering, J. M. (2002). Milestones in development. In N. J. Salkind & L. 
Margolis (Eds.) Child development, Vol. 1, in Macmillan Psychology Reference Series 

(pp. 272-275). Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan.

Presentations and Invited Colloquia (students’ names in bold)
Bering, J. M. (upcoming, January, 2007). Natural selection is non-denominational: Why personal 

behaviour matters more than cultural concepts for informed evolutionary models of 

religion. Evolution of Religion conference. Oahu, HA. (invited symposium).
Bering, J. M. (June, 2006). Untitled. The Society for Philosophy and Psychology. Washington 
University, Saint Louis, MO. (invited symposium). 
Bering, J. M. (January, 2006). The folk psychology of souls. Evolution and Human Adaptation 
Program and the Culture and Cognition Program, University of Michigan. Ann Arbor, MI 
(invited symposium). 

Bering, J. M. (October, 2005). ‘Signs’: Seeing symbolic meaning in natural events. Department of 
Psychology. Queens University, Belfast. (invited seminar).
Bering, J. M. (October, 2005). Death as an empirical backdoor to the representation of mental 

causality. Paper presented at the CNRS web-based conference for the “Société de 

l’Information,” Causal cognition in human and non-human animals. The Institute for

Cognitive Sciences, Lyon, France. (invited online symposium: www.interdisciplines.org). 

Bering, J. M. (October, 2005). The folk psychology of souls. Evolutionary biology and religion. 
Cathie Marsh Centre for Census and Survey Research. The University of Manchester. 
London, UK (invited symposium). 
Bering, J. M. (September, 2005). The folk psychology of souls. British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Festival of Science, Dublin, Ireland (invited symposium). 

Hernández-Blasi, C., Bering, J. M., Alwood, N. G., & Blaylock, T. (August, 2005). Children’s 

beliefs about psychological functioning before and after birth. ESDP XIIth European 

Conference on Developmental Psychology, La Laguna, Tenerife, Canary Islands.
Bering, J. M., McLeod, K., & Shackelford, T. K. (June, 2005). On the possibility of adapted 
responses to dead agents’ “minds.” Human Behavior and Evolution Society 
Conference, Austin, TX (symposium organizer Current Evolutionary Approaches to the 


Study of Religion).

Bering, J. M. (April, 2005). Social learning in children and chimpanzees. Discussant, the 2005 
Society for Research in Child Development Meeting, Atlanta, GA. (invited symposium)
Bering, J. M., & Hernández-Blasi, C. (April, 2005). Precursory afterlife beliefs in Spanish and 
American Schoolchildren. Paper presented at the 2005 Society for Research in Child 
Development Meeting, 
Atlanta, GA. (invited symposium)
Bering, J. M., & McLeod, K. (October, 2004). Social dynamics in death, as in life. Paper presented 
at the 2004 Society of Experimental Social Psychology Conference, Fort Worth, TX. 
(invited symposium)

Bering, J. M. (July, 2004). Starting with the Basics: Evidence of Meaning-Making in a 
Developmental Laboratory. Paper presented at the 3rd Biannual International Conference 


on Personal Meaning, Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Cormier, C. A., Shin, H., Cael, L., Rosenberg, J., Bering, J. M., Hernandez-Blasi, C., Bjorklund, 
D. F. (April, 2004). Developmental Regularities in Reasoning About the Psychology of 
Sleep. Paper presented at Conference on Human Development, Washington, DC.

Bering, J. M. (November, 2003). The Princess Alice experiments: Children’s susceptibility to 
supernatural agent concepts. Invited colloquium, the University of Findlay, Findlay, OH.
Bering, J. M., & Baumann, B. D. (October, 2003). Children’s causal reasoning about symbolic 
random events: Evidence from the moral domain. Paper presented at the Society for the 
Scientific Study of Religion Conference, Norfolk, VA.

Bering, J. M. (October, 2003). Supernatural agents may have provided adaptive social information. 
Paper presented at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Conference, Norfolk, 
VA.

Bering, J. M. (August, 2003). On reading symbolic random events. Children’s causal reasoning 


about unexpected occurrences. Paper presented at the Psychological and Cognitive 

Foundations of Religiosity Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

Bering, J. M. (August, 2003). On reading symbolic random events. Children’s causal reasoning 


about unexpected occurrences. Paper presented at the New England Institute 2003 

Conference on Religion, Cognitive Science, and Evolutionary Psychology. Portland, ME.

Bering, J. M., & Alwood, N. (April, 2003). Simulating ‘random events’ in the laboratory: A new 

empirical paradigm with implications for religious reasoning. Paper presented at the 
Mid-Atlantic Region for the American Academy of Religion meeting, Chicago, IL.

Bering, J.M., Hernández-Blasi, C., & Bjorklund, D.F. (April, 2003). The role of 

metarepresentational-simulationist models in the development of death reasoning. Poster 

presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, 
Tampa, FL. 

Bering, J.M. (December, 2002). Intentionality as an integrative dynamic at the level of the gene. 

Invited colloquium, Konrad Lorenz Institute for Evolution and Cognition, Altenberg, 

Austria.

Bering, J., Hernández-Blasi, C., Bjorklund, D.F. (August, 2002). Children’s beliefs about 

psychological continuity after death. Poster presented at the meeting of the International 
Society for the Study of Behavioural Development, Ottawa, Canada. 

Bering, J. M. (March, 2002). The phylogeny of religious thinking (Or God through the eyes of a 

chimpanzee). Paper presented at the Cognition and Religion conference. Ann Arbor, MI.

Bering, J. M., & Bjorklund, D. F. (March, 2002). The immortal mind: How human cognitive 

systems breed ghosts. Paper presented at the Cognition and Religion conference, Ann 

Arbor, MI.

Bjorklund, D. F., & Bering, J. M. (March, 2002). The development of deferred imitation in 

enculturated chimpanzees and orangutans. Paper presented at Conference on Human 

Development, Charlotte, NC.

Bering, J. M., Yunger, J. L., & Bjorklund, D. F. (October, 2001). Simulation constraints and 

biological bases of afterlife beliefs. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Society 

for the Scientific Study of Religion, Columbus, OH.

Bjorklund, D. F., Bering, J. M., Yunger, J. L., & Ragan, P. (October, 2001). Deferred imitation in 

juvenile human-reared great apes: Can it provide some clues to human cognitive 

evolution? Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Cognitive Development Society, 

Virginia Beach, VA. 

Bering, J. M., Yunger, J. L., & Bjorklund, D. F. (June, 2001). Conceptual constraints on death
representation: The biology of afterlife beliefs. Paper presented at the annual meeting of 

the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, London, UK.

Bjorklund, D. F., Bering, J. M., Hernandez Blasi, C., & Yunger, J. (June, 2001). Principles of 

evolutionary developmental psychology. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Human Behavior and Evolution Society, London, UK.

Yunger, J. L., Bjorklund, D. F., Bering, J. M., & Nesci, J. (June, 2001). Generalization of 

deferred imitation in enculturated chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes). Paper presented at the 

annual meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, London, UK.

Bjorklund, D. F., & Bering, J. M. (April, 2001). Principles of evolutionary developmental 

psychology. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 

Development, Minneapolis, MN.

Bjorklund, D. F., Bering, J. M. & Ragan, P. (October, 1999). A two-year longitudinal study of 

deferred imitation of object manipulation in an enculturated juvenile chimpanzee (Pan 

troglodytes) and orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus). Paper presented at the annual meeting of 

the Cognitive Development Society, Chapel Hill, NC.

Bering, J. M., Bjorklund D. F., & Ragan, P. (June, 1998). Deferred imitation of object-related 

actions in young, enculturated great apes. Paper presented at the 21st meeting of the 

American Society of Primatologists, Georgetown, TX.

Bering, J., Bjorklund, D. F., Ragan, P., & Dahms, B. (March, 1998). Deferred imitation of object-

related actions in enculturated, juvenile great apes. Paper presented at Conference on 

Human Development, Mobile, AL.
