Queen’s University Belfast

Institute of Cognition and Culture

International Symposium 
Past Minds: Evolution, Cognition, and History
25-26 May 2007

Institute of Governance Seminar Room (2nd floor)

63 University Road 

Friday 25 May 

9:00-9:15   Coffee
9:15-9:30   Welcome: Jesse Bering, Director, Institute of Cognition and Culture, 





Queen’s University Belfast

I.
Featured Speakers

9:30-12:30  Theoretical and Philosophical Considerations

Chair: Jesper Sorensen, University of Southern Denmark

Introduction: “Past Minds: Evolution, Cognition and History”




Luther H. Martin, Institute of Cognition and Culture, Queen’s 





University Belfast/The University of Vermont


1.
“Clio’s Affair with Darwin and Other Gossip”

Jerome Barkow, Institute of Cognition and Culture, 


Queen’s University Belfast/Dalhousie University, Canada


2.
“How to Update Campbell’s Evolutionary Epistemology”

Christophe Heintz, Institute Jean Nicod, Paris


3.
“The Science of Information Evolution”




Avieser Tucker, Philosophy, Queen’s University Belfast


4.
“The Monist Synthesis of Evolutionary Psychology and Historical 



Sociology: a Cautionary Tale from Imperial and Weimar Germany.”



Todd Weir, History, Queen’s University Belfast


Respondent and Discussion: E. Thomas Lawson, Institute of Cognition and 


Culture, Queen’s University Belfast
12:30-1:45
Lunch break: light lunch (sandwiches and beverage) will be served

II.
Historical Studies
Session 1: Chair:  Jeppe Sinding Jensen, Aarhus University
2:00-3:30

1.
“From Tokens to Types to Alephs and Bets: The Evolution of Written


Technology in the Ancient Near East as a Case of Cognitive Ratcheting”




Gabriel Levy, University of California, Santa Barbara


2.
"Illuminator of the Wide Earth; Strong Weapon of the Gods; Unbribable 
Judge: Intuitive Ontologies and the Use of Divine Epithets in Assyro-
Babylonian Texts"






Peter Westh, University of Copenhagen

3.
“The Frequency and Distribution of Roman prodigia in Roman Times”

Anders Lisdorf, University of Copenhagen, Denmark

3:30- 4:00   Coffee/Tea

4:00-6:00

4.
"Cultural Stability and The Ideal Landscape: The Symbolism of Trees and



Plants in Maya Culture (400 B.C - Present)"







Christian Prager, Institut für Griechische und Lateinische





Philologie, Romanistik und Altamerikanistik, University of 





Bonn

5.
“No Time to Philosophize: Norwegian Oral Tradition and the Cognitive 



Economics of Belief”



Dirk Johannsen, University of Fribourg





6.
“Blest Be the Victim that Binds: Media Displays of Victimization 






Mythologies and American Civil Religion since Pearl Harbor”







Donald Braxton, Junianta College, Huntingdon, PA



Discussion
7:00
Dinner (included for presenters), Vincent’s, 78-80 Botanic Avenue 



(upstairs).
Saturday 26 May 

9:00
Coffee

9:30-11:00
Session 2: Chair: Steven Sutcliffe, University of Edinburgh
7.
“From the Minds of Babes:  Conceptualizing Children and Childhood
Experiences in the Roman World”



Karen Johnson, University of Michigan




 8.
“What Might Cognitive Science Contribute to Our Understanding of the 





Roman Cult of Mithras” 












Aleš Chalupa, Masaryk University, Brno. CZ


 9.
“Do the Multiple Initiations of Lucius in Apuleius’ Metamorphoses 
Falsify the Ritual Form Hypothesis?”



Douglas Gragg, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary
11:00-11:15
Coffee
11:15-12:45

10.
"Religion Explained? Lucian and the Cognitive Study of Religion"




Ulrich Berner, University of Bayreuth

11.
"Magic and Mind in Early Christianity"



Istvan Czachesz, University of Gronigen
12.
“Captain Cook in Hawaii: Interpretations of History and 


Explanations of Belief”.  







Jonathan A. Lanman, Oxford University, UK

12:45-1:45
Lunch break: light lunch (sandwiches and beverage) will be served



Session 3: Chair: Jesper Sorensen, University of Southern Denmark




2:00-3:30




13.
“Intelligent Design is a Cognitive Cheeseburger: Or, Why 







Creationism Won't Go Away”











D. Jason Slone, Webster University, St. Louis.


14.
"Evolutionary Psychology as a Framework for the Historical 



Continuity and Validity of Human Behavior Modeling Data"


Joel Mort, United States Air Force Research Laboratory
15.
"Just-so Story Telling in the Evolutionary Study of Religion"




Joseph Bulbulia, Victoria University, NZ 
3:30-4:00
Coffee/Tea
4:00-5:00

16.
“Using Cognitive Science to Write Religious History”. 




Gregory Alles, McDaniel College, Maryland.


17.
“Beneath the Surfaces of History”




Donald Wiebe, University of Toronto
5:00-6:00

Respondent and Final Discussion: Graham MacDonald, Institute of Cognition 
and Culture, Queen’s University Belfast/University Canterbury, NZ
7:00
Informal dinner, drinks, and discussion (place TBA)
