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Postgraduate Students: Local Health & Safety 



Whatôs this about?

Å Legal responsibilities ïQueenôs & Yours

Å Your reporting structure for H&S

Å How to deal with accidents and emergencies

Å Fire safety 

Å H&S issues for postgraduates

Å Personal Protective Equipment 

Å Fitness to Work



H&S Responsibilities

· Queenôs University Safety Policy:

óIt is the Universityôs policy to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the health, 
safety and welfare of all its staff and students...ô

Ultimate responsibility: The Vice Chancellor & Senate

School responsibility: HOS

Supervisors 

Laboratory Managers & Technicians

You

· You have a legal obligation to prevent accidents and personal injury to yourself, 
colleagues and members of the public

· You are required to co-operate with your Supervisor in matters of H&S

· You must not intentionally interfere with anything provided for the purposes of H&S



Emergencies

QUB Emergency number 2222
Å Queenôs Security staff are First Aid trained

Å Out of hours ïserious First Aid Injury 9 -999

and also contact security

If ambulance required ïcontact Security Control 2222

Arrange for ambulance and facilitate access

Extremely Urgent ïcall for ambulance 9-999

Å Know local emergency number - QML

Å City Tower Block & RVH site Emergency number 6666



Emergencies

Medical emergency: Illnesses, accidentsé. 

Å Contact Local First Aider

Å Familiarise yourself with location of local first

aid equipment and qualified first aiders.

Å First Aid Contact Lists displayed in labs and 

on all first aid boxes.

Å Out of Hours ïSecurity 2222

Å Major Allergies ïadvise Supervisor/Academic in charge

Defibrillator ïGround Floor Reception Area

Å List of trained personnel contacts



Emergencies
Fire!

Discover A Fire:

Å Know how to raise the alarm

(shout Fire/ break glass points)

· Know all Emergency Exit routes 

· Know Assembly points

· Evacuate immediately no matter what!

· Report details to fire personnel



Fire

· On hearing the fire alarm:

· Immediately evacuate the building by the nearest emergency exit 

· Do not use lift

· Assemble at the designated assembly point: 

Footpath on Chlorine Gardens or Lennoxvale

· Do not re-enter the building until you are told to do so by a fire warden or other personnel 
responsible for fire safety

Weekly Fire Alarm Test (Tuesday Morning- short ring)



Accident & Incident Reporting

· Report all accidents/incidents to staff member in charge - even when no 
treatment is required 

· Report accidents ASAP 

· Accident Recorded by relevant staff

· First Aid Required ïcomplete Accident Book (School Office ïMary Devlin)

· Co-operate in documenting what occurred/was witnessed

· Report incidents of verbal or physical abuse



General H&S issues for postgraduates 

Hazards: 

ÅDue to Field sampling Location (Water, Heights, Adverse Weather)

ÅDue to Nature of Experimental Work ïeg. Radiation, Toxic/Flammable 
Chemicals, Infectious Agents

ÅLone working

ÅSafe use of work equipment

ÅSlips, trips & falls/manual handling

ÅSafe use of computers

ÅFitness to work



Risk Assessments:

Assess Risk:-

· 1. Identify hazards

· 2. Devise working procedure to minimise risk

Risk = Hazard x Likelihood

Record Risk Assessment

Risk Assessments only required where there are identified 
hazards



Project work:
Supervisorsô H&S responsibilities

· Supervisors are responsible for ensuring all projects are properly risk 
assessed, documented and comply with H&S requirements: Fieldwork, 
COSHH, radiation, GMO etc.

· Supervisors must ensure students complete risk assessments

· Discuss RA and complete under guidance of Supervisor

· Risk Assessments are there to protect you

· Risk assessments should be completed before commencing work



Sources of H&S Information

University Safety Service website

https://www.qub.ac.uk/directorates/EstatesDirectorate/UniversitySafetyService/

Local Health & Safety Information available on school webpage

http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofBiologicalSciences/

https://www.qub.ac.uk/directorates/EstatesDirectorate/UniversitySafetyService/
http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofBiologicalSciences/


School of Biological Sciences - Webpage



School of Biological Sciences - Webpage



School Safety Webpage



School Safety Contacts & RA Procedure



School Contacts & RA Procedure



Risk Assessments

·QUB COSHH & BioCOSHH -school safety webpage



Safety Contacts & Risk Assessment Procedure



Risk Assessments:

COSHH RA also includes:

Å Disposal

Å Accidental Spillage/Exposure

Å Appropriate PPE (lab coat, gloves, safety glasses)

Å Consult Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDs) ïSigma Aldrich

Å Approved RA in place 

Å Add name, read and sign to confirm following procedure ïretain copy in 
laboratory workbook




