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Dear Student


Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)

Intellectual Property (IP) is the term which describes the outputs of creative endeavour in literary, artistic, industrial and scientific fields.  Various rights are given or can be applied for when intellectual property is created and these rights are known as IPR. IP is generated on a daily basis and can arise in numerous ways. It is usually protected through Patents, Trademarks, Design Rights and Copyright.  
The University seeks to protect its valuable IPR, and is extremely pro-active in the commercialisation and exploitation of its IPR.  The Research Support Office and Business Alliance Centre gives IP awareness training and advice on IP issues, and employs IPR specialists and Technology Transfer Officers to maximise our commercial return on University Research.

Undergraduate students are occasionally asked to participate in a project which may generate IP and in such circumstances the undergraduate student will be required to assign their intellectual property to the University. In cases, where the IP assigned to the University is successfully commercially exploited, and there is a royalty income to be shared, the student, if an inventor of any exploited IP, will enjoy the same revenue split of the net proceeds as members of staff.

Queen’s has one of the best IPR revenue share arrangements of any University in the United Kingdom.  In the case of Industrially backed projects run through the School of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering all fees and legal costs for the protection of IP  are paid for on a 50:50 basis by the University and Industrial collaborator. Should new foreground IP arise both parties will share any financial benefits gained on a 50:50 basis. The 50% retained by the University will be dispersed subject to University Policy. 

As a student who has been asked to participate in a University project which may generate IP, you are asked to sign the attached Assignment Document and return it to the above address.  If you want to discuss any IPR issue or need more information on IPR, please do not hesitate to contact me 
Yours sincerely

IP Manager
Commercial Development
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