
Science and 
Medicine in the 
Insular Middle 
Ages 
Friday, 7th December 2018 
Queen’s University Belfast 
Harty Room

04.30-05.50PM 
Cognitive and Physical Reactions 
in Old English and Old Norse 
Literature 
Chair: Elisa Ramazzina (QUB) 

• Christina Lee (University of  
Nottingham), ‘Nis nu cwicra nan þe ic 
him modsefan mine durre…: Early 
Medieval Trauma Narratives’ 

• Sarah Baccianti (QUB), ‘Healing from 
an emotional outburst’ 

• Roderick Dale (University of  
Nottingham), ‘Problems in 
pathologising the past: a critique of  the 
analysis of  berserksgangr in Old Norse 
literature’ 

06.00-06.30PM    Closing Remarks

6.30PM	 Drinks 

8.30PM	 Dinner 

For any queries please contact 
s.baccianti@qub.ac.uk

	  
With thanks for financial support: 

Image: Diagram of  the arts and sciences, with a man 
reading, a man writing, an astronomer and a 
physician. In St. Anselm's 'Similitudes' And Other 
Works. Cotton MS Cleopatra C XI, f.72v



Science and Medicine in 
the Insular Middle Ages

09.15-10.00AM 
Registration 

Friday, 7th December 2018 

Harty Room

11.45AM-01.30PM	 
Transmission, Translation and 
Language: Medical Manuscripts in 
Ireland, England and Wales 
Chair: Marilina Cesario (QUB) 

• Sharon Arbuthnot (QUB), ‘Finding the 
words: how medieval Irish developed a 
language of  medical discourse’ 

• Deborah Hayden (Maynooth 
University), ‘The poetry of  healing in a 
medieval Irish medical compendium’ 

• Peter Jones (University of  Cambridge), 
‘Medical textual communities in late 
medieval England’ 

• Diana Luft (Aberystwyth University), 
‘Medieval Welsh medical recipes: 
sources and analogues’ 

11.20-11.45AM	 Coffee 

02.45-04.05PM 
Science, Nature and Law in the 
North 
Chair: Immo Warntjes (TCD) 

• Christian Etheridge (Copenhagen),  
‘The role of  cathedrals in the reception 
and dissemination of  scientific 
knowledge in medieval Scandinavia’ 

• Stefka Eriksen (NIKU), ‘Settlement as a 
practice and metaphor in medieval 
Iceland’ 

• Anne Irene Riisøy (USN), ‘Head and 
shoulders, knees and toes: injury and 
compensation in early West Norwegian 
law’ 

01.30-02.45PM	 Lunch
04.10-04.30PM	 Coffee Break 

10.00-11.20AM 
Texts, Bodies and Souls 
Chair: Sharon Arbuthnot (QUB) 

• Aoibheann Nic Dhonnachadha (DIAS), 
‘An Irish medical commentary of  the 15th 
century’ 

• Jason Harris (UCC), ‘The health benefits 
of  fasting in medieval medical writings’ 

• Daniel McCann (University of  Oxford), 
‘Consume and devour: fevered passions in 
Discretio literature.’ 


