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'I don't understand you,' said Alice. 'It's dreadfully confusing!' 
'That's the effect of living backwards,' the Queen said kindly: 'it always 
makes one a little giddy at first —' 
'Living backwards!' Alice repeated in great astonishment. 'I never heard of 
such a thing!' 
'— but there's one great advantage in it, that one's memory works both 
ways.' 
'I'm sure mine only works one way,' Alice remarked. 'I can't remember things 
before they happen.' 
'It's a poor sort of memory that only works backwards,' the Queen 
remarked. 
'What sort of things do you remember best?' Alice ventured to ask. 
'Oh, things that happened the week after next,' the Queen replied in a 
careless tone. 'For instance, now,' she went on, sticking a large piece of 
plaster on her finger as she spoke, 'there's the King's Messenger. He's in 
prison now, being punished: and the trial doesn't even begin till next 
Wednesday: and of course the crime comes last of all.' 
'Suppose he never commits the crime?' said Alice. 
'That would be all the better, wouldn't it?' the Queen said, as she bound the 
plaster round her finger with a bit of ribbon. 
Alice felt there was no denying that. 'Of course it would be all the better,' she 
said: 'but it wouldn't be all the better his being punished.' 

Lewis Carroll, 
Through the Looking Glass 
and What Alice Found There



“one’s memory works both ways . . . 
It’s a poor sort of memory that only works backwards.”
Lewis Carroll, Through the Looking Glass and What Alice Found There

Nous entrons dans l’avenir à reculons 
[We move into the future backwards.]
Paul Valéry, Variété IV 

Ka mua, ka muri
[Walking backwards into the future]
Māori proverb
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Prememory & Pre-Forgetting
“The father 

of Irish 
republicanism”

Theobald 
Wolfe Tone

William Orr

republican 
protomartyr

Bodenstown, Co. Kildare

Templepatrick, 
Co. Antrim

Walter C. Mills, 'The Death of Wolfe 
Tone', Irish Weekly Independent, 
December 1897



Francis Joseph Bigger, 
Remember Orr (Dublin, 1906)

William Orr 
The United Irish Protomartyr

executed 1797
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The United Irish Protomartyr

executed 1797
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Historical events are perceived through the 
‘prememory’ of reference to memories of previous 
events. 
Concerns of being forgotten, though often unnoticed, 
can be raised in advance of the unravelling of 
historical events and their remembrance.
Hence, forgetting can paradoxically precede history 
and memory.
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Pre-Forgetting

Francis Joseph Bigger, 
Remember Orr (Dublin, 1906)

’98 Centenary Committee, The 
Story of William Orr (Dublin, 1898).



Commemoration

Thomas Fitzpatrick 
Weekly Freeman, 
16 October 1897

Centenary
prememory

Bicentenary
post-forgetting (?)
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