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Newspapers or Surrealism?: MacNeice’s Reading of Beckett 

Louis MacNeice engaged with Samuel Beckett’s writing and ideas in a way that helped to open up Beckett’s work for generations of readers and writers. In Modern Poetry (1938), MacNeice sets the intellectual parameters for his own poetics which contrasts with Beckett’s sensibility as outlined in his essay ‘Recent Irish Poetry’ (1934). While Beckett espouses a newer poetics that examines the subjective/objective rift MacNeice posits a poetry that is solidly connected to man’s existence and experiences. Even within these early differences though similarities can be found; both writers are encouraging a poetry that explores the interstitial spaces and doesn’t fall into the ‘cliques’ of English poetry as identified by MacNeice and the Revivalist poetry that Beckett saw as crippling Irish poetry. By the time MacNeice writes Varieties of Parables (1965) a distinct respect for Beckett’s work can be seen and MacNeice reads it as a form of parable writing that engages with issues of negative theology, the self and the disintegration of representation in contemporary literature. MacNeice’s reading of Beckett opens its themes and forms to the following generations and shows some very intriguing parallels in the works and ideas of both writers.  

