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Louis and the Modern Greek Encounter.

The poetry collection Ten Burnt Offerings is the product of MacNeice’s eighteen-month sojourn in Greece and, along with four radio scripts, they bear the print of the poet’s incisive discernment of the culture of his surroundings. Even though he did not regularly mix with other than an expatriate group of artists and writers, as Kevin Andrews and Barbara Coulton suggest, his poems seem to have touched a fine vein of Greek cultural, religious and historical life. They present details of everyday life and other observations which, even if they are made from indoors, much like the poet’s cat whose death he describes as a justified ‘out of proportion’ epitaph, are filtered through his grasp of the Greek Orthodox Easter. The themes of sacrifice, faith and doubt, inescapably prevalent in the atmosphere around Greece at Easter, are mingled with myths from classical, Christian and Indian cultures, the unknown sides of the self, death and destruction after war and thoughts about the essence of home. MacNeice returned to those images and feelings impregnated by this experience in Greece in his 1956 poem ‘Easter Returns’. 

