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'Corner Seat': MacNeice's Mobile Modern Subject
This paper will investigate the relationship between the recurring motif of the railway journey and MacNeice's construction of a mobile lyrical subject permanently in a liminal position between states. This can be interpreted literally, not to mention autobiographically (as in the journey back and forth between Britain and Ireland), but it also operates as a metaphor for a subject position that is in perpetual oscillation between commitment and ironic detachment. This relationship also functions as an emblem for the modern industrial subject, an understanding of which will be investigated through an essay by Michel De Certeau on 'Railway Incarceration and Navigation', and then linked to the articulation of social critique evident in the likes of 'Autumn Journal' and 'Autumn Sequel'. In conclusion, the paper suggests that MacNeice's 'corner seat' perspective can fruitfully be re-read as a reworking of the modern figure of the flâneur, an earlier form of the mobile modern subject.

