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‘Even a still life is alive’: MacNeice and Visual Art

From his friendship with Anthony Blunt at Marlborough to the dedication of his late poem ‘Budgie’ to the Scottish painter Robert MacBryde, Louis MacNeice was personally and intellectually involved with art and artists throughout his life. In a 1966 memorial radio portrait of the poet, Blunt himself noted that MacNeice’s interest in paintings and his ‘astonishing visual sensibility’ had not yet been sufficiently emphasised. And despite the considerable quantity of critical work published on MacNeice’s work since then, Blunt’s remark remains true. Drawing on the poet’s statements about visual art in his critical prose, letters and radio work, this paper will seek to sketch out the poet’s thoughts on painting and sculpture before considering how an awareness of the nature of MacNeice’s visual sensibility and his relationship with art can open up new critical perspectives on his poetry.

