Staff FAQs 
What does the Science Shop do?

The Science Shop works across all university faculties linking the skills of students and staff with community needs through curriculum-based research projects and dissertations.  We are based in the Centre for Educational Development.

What kinds of organisations do you work with?

We work specifically with community and voluntary sector organisations, for example Ulster Cancer Foundation, National Trust, Bryson Recycling, Age NI and Women’s Aid.

What’s in it for staff?

Supervising Science Shop projects contributes towards the administration/community service element of QUB promotions criteria.   Supporting Science Shop research projects can also contribute to the Research Councils’ goal to create a culture of public engagement within higher education.

What’s in it for students?

We offer an opportunity for students to develop their skills and contribute to Personal Development Plans (PDP) whilst still working through the curriculum.  This can be particularly beneficial for students who have difficulty coming up with their own research topics.  Knowing that an organisation is interested in the results of the research can also motivate students.  

Are there any other requirements in supervising a Science Shop project?

It’s important to be aware that once you have approved a project, it’s more difficult to change focus because there has been an agreement reached with a community organisation.  

Are students expected to produce anything in addition to their dissertation or research project?

Students are not expected to produce anything in addition to their course requirements as Science Shop staff can help to negotiate a project to meet their needs.

How exactly does the process work?

We work with community groups to develop a list of ready-made dissertation topics across many disciplines.  We set up initial meetings for students with the organisations and accompany them to meetings (which you may also attend if you have time).  We help the students to negotiate the projects in a way suitable to their interests and requirements.  Nothing is finalised until the academic supervisor approves the project.  We take responsibility for making sure that the research results are shared with the organisations that work with the students.  

What if I have my own idea for a research project?

Contact us to discuss whether we may be able to help you realise your project by providing the necessary community and student links.

Can I publish the research resulting from the project?
Science Shop staff can discuss this with community groups during the negotiation process.   

In our experience community groups are often keen to have their work promoted and disseminated.

