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House Site 1, Black Mountain, Belfast

1. Summary

This report is based on a one day survey carried out by the Ulster Archaeological Society in
collaboration with the National Trust @farm ruin known as House Site 1 in the National
Trust Divis and Black Mountain property to the north of the aftBelfast.

It was foundthatHouse Site 1 hadrom before 1831, beedeveloped from a simplgingle
room cottier typefarmhouseto one consisting of three buildings by the middle of that
century and then fall into complete ruin by the early years dinbetiethcentury Whereas

the Ordnance Survey Records fro®31 onwards consistently record this farm and show
the stages of development and declite Census and Poor Law Rating records seem to
have missed this property out altogether or countesl piaat of a main holdinglt wasquite
easy to establish ownership of the lands and propeotyever, due ttack of information in

the Census and Poor Law records it has not been possibie short ternto establish who
actually lived inor leasedhe property at anytime over the years.

Located between the Divis and Black Mountain peaks in the Belfast Hills it would appear
that this was a remote and isolated farm but on closer examinasorathbe shownotto

bethe case since it was within eagpach of the developing and expanding city of Belfast of
the 19" and 28" centuries. In this situation the farm would have hadcess t@ readymade
market for agricultural produce from the farm aerdsonable opportunities for employment

in thesurroundhg hills and in thesity which is some two to three miles away.

It has been suggested that Henry Joy McCracken, a principal in the 1798 Irish Rebellion,
had some sort of connection with the farm but this has not been proven with any degree of
certainty. However, written accounts from that period in history have placed Henry Joy
McCracken and eight of his comrades in the Divis area towards the end of IA8s8. It

was at this point that McCracken dismissed his men and, as evening fell, set ok to fi
shelter for his sister and her female companion who were with them orotirgaim. The

farm at House Site 1 would have been the closest house if Bebby Stoneon Black
Mountain was the place where this event took place.

The site is within 200 metseof the NationalTelevision Transmitter on Divis Mountain
which is being replaced by a new digital transmitter within the next 3 years therefore steps
are required to safeguard House Site 1 while the transmitter installation work is in progress

2. Credits and Acknowledgements

The survey was led by Harry Welsh and other members of the survey team were William
Dunlop, lan Gillespie, Anne MacDermokgn Pullin, George RutherfordRuth Thompson

June Welsh, Yvonne Griffiths and Michael Catnelhe UlsterArchaeological Society is
particularly grateful to Mr Malachy Conway, Survey Archaeologist of the National Trust,
who worked closely with the survey team in choosing the site and facilitating accksss

in attendance during the survagdto Dermot McCann the National Trust Divis Warden for
sharing with us his knowledge and experience of Divis and Black MountairnVéeeaish to

thank Chris Lynnfor making a dedicated visit to the site and providing comraadtideas

on the possible layout of thetdement and the trackway leading to Dur appreciation is
extended tavir. John Davison, fromth@u e en6s Uni v g@QUB)fdar grrargihg Be |l f a
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the loan of additional items of survey equipmente are grateful to Kayuhr, from
Northern Ireland PlacBlame Project, Queens University Belfafst; giving us an insight
into the possible meaning of names which appear in relation to the immediate area of the site

3. Introduction

3.1 Objective

In order to enhance the asglogical record of this sitiae Ulster Archaeological Society
(UAS) caried out a survey the aims ofhich wereto produce accurate plan and section
drawings of the monument, carry out a photographic survey and complete a Condition and
Management Survey of the Archaeological Resource (SAR) record form. This report

will be submitted to the Northern Ireland Environment Agency and the National Trust. The
report wil also be added to thechives held by the Ulster Archaeological Society.

™

Figure 1. Survey iprogress, UAS team &atouseSite 1
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3.2 Location

The archaeologicakurvey carried oubn 26" April 2008 at House Site 1 is in th&lack
Mountainarea of Belfast. Itsiin theTownland of Divis,County Antrim,Barony of Belfast
Upper,Part of Belfast Union anchithe Parish of Shankill. THesh Grid referencés

J 288% 75162. House Sk 1 has been given the referemd@ SMR 132277by the National
Trust.

Introduction

Welcome to Divis and the Black Mountan, The mountains
rest in the heart of the Bellast HEs which provide the
backdrop to the city's skyline.

They offer spectacular views across Northern

Ireland, Beifast Lough and as far as Donegal
and the coasts of England, Scotiand and the
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completed the

acquistion of o \ | The mountains comprise a2 mosaic of
2 Divis Mountain y Y i = " i grassland, heath and beg and are
and mosi of g 3 home to a host of wiklife and

Black Meuntain including its summit.
Our akn is 10 protect this wondedul

landscape and provide access for A 2
aver, for everyone. The purchass i \ stonechats, skylark, snipe

was made possible through other upland breedi

funding support from the Heritage binds, w'g»lo
Lotlery Fund and Environment peregrine fa
and Heritage Service of the :_And ravens
Department of the Environment in the area.
Northernvretand. are several
cceupied t
Divis at 478 metres setts and?
{1,562 ft) and Black can often |
Mountain at 390 metres seen. Thit
1.275 ft). form the spacies of w
dramatic backdrop 10 the fungi have ake
ohty'of Geliast. The views boen icentified o

from the summit stretch
beyond the city itsell. The
Mourne Mocntains, Strangford
and Belfast Loughs, the
Castlereagh and Holywood Hills
and the Sperins are all visiole,

Figure2.

site: one of them is ¢

record for Northern Irals

A rich and varied archaeclogical
landscape reveals evidence for be
and death rituals on the mountain
particularty in prehistary. At least
four Bronze Age burial cairns are
now knowin along with the site of
an earkior mogaithic tomb,
Prehistoric hut stes survive along
with two curious stone walled
enclosures, oné of which may be
earty Christian pericd in date.

Location maps for Settlement House 1
- Ordnance Survey ardational Trust
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Themonument, in the Belfast Hilldose to théivis TelevisionTransmitter(Grid Ref-
J286752) can be seen dRoogle Earth" at54 36 29.65N 6 00 23.47W

The site is accessed from the Belfast A55 Outer Ring Road onto the B38 Upper Springfield
Road (near the top of the Monagh-Bgss) ad from there onto the Divis Road where a
National Trust Wardens Office and car park is situated at No. 12 Divis Road. From the car
park the Divis andBlack Mountainarea is approached on foot through a gate oppositathe
park(figure 2)

3.3 Badkground

The survey wasarried outy members of the Ulster Archaeological Society in response to a
decisiontaken by the committee of the society to extend an opportunity to members to
participate in practical surveys of archaeological monuments thahdtapreviously been
recorded. This followed a bequest to the society from the late Dr Ann Hamlin, from which
the items of survey equipment were purchadedring discussions with Mr Malachy
Conway, Survey Archaeologist of the National Trust in Northegtahd, it was notethat

many archaeological sites on National Trust property had not been subject to a detailed
archaeological survewnd this site, amongst others, was identified as being worthy of
investigation.

In November 2004 the National Trusirapleted the acquisition of Divis Mountain amdst

of Black Mountainincluding its summit. For the previous 50 years the area was under the
control of the Ministy of Defenceard therefore a restricted are&hen the area was
releasedthe archaeologicalfeatureswhich were known to exidtecame available farloser
inspection and a fulleexplorationof the area was then possibl€he Ulster Archaeological
Society survey of the House SiteBlack Mountainis part of a programme to record in detalil
themany sites that have sincecbene available.

3.4 Previous archaeological surveys

As far as is knownHouse Site had not previously been surveygdbor to this survey on the

26" April 2008. When the Trusacquied the property obivis and BlackMourtain only 5
archaeological sitelsad previously been known to exigithin its boundariesThis included

two burial cairnsCarn Sheaan Bhuidheré ¥ | | ow Jackds cairné [ SMR
which a funerary vessel was recovered around 1840 and renhairssrall slightly oval peat
covered basalt cairn located just south of a pillaBtatk Mountainf]SMR ANT 060:061]
Perhaps most significant from this record was the apparent absence of any monuments
particularly from the summits, when those of the sumding hills in the wider range display
prominent burial cairns or forts. One reason for the apparent absence of such features from
Divis can be put down to the construction of a military base on the summit, which survives
today as an unmanned communiea$i and radar station (Conway 2005a, \W)ith regard to

Black Mountainspecifically, hough not all of Black Mt is contained within the acquisition

in summary it was found thathad acairn on the summit, a souterrain on the northern slope,
remains ofa field system and enclosure to the NE, fluarking sites on the E slope and two
occupation sites on the S slope (Conway 2004, 1). Following a more detailed survey of the
Divis andBlack Mountainproperty, it was found that Dispersed hut sites alongaliéh side



House Site 1, Black Mountain, Belfast

of Black Mountainat t est t o mandés presence here in t
round burial cairns, one of which can be seen near the summit of Divis (Conway 2005b, 1).

It is against this background that House Site 1 was considengly of investigation since it
can be considered close to the summit of Divis which is the higbiestip the Belfast Hills.

3.5 Cartographic evidence

For the purposes of this repoltet cartographic evidendaken consists offour Ordnance
Surveyswhich arethe £'Ordnance 8rvey(OS)of | r el and ofehdtrimQatedn t y
1831 1832(0S6-1-60-1), the 29 Edition OS Surveys 6 C 0 u n1857 (OBIG:1p60-2),

the 3 Edition OS Surveys @ounty Map1901(0S-6-1-60-3) and 4" EditionOS Sur vey
County Map 1921(0S-6-1-60-4). Subsequent OS Survey maps for the area, updo t
present dayshowthe site as it was recorded in the 1921 survey.

i o MR
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Fig 3 1% Survey 0$6-1-60-1(183132) Fig 4. 2nd Edition O$-1-60-2(1857)

The firg Ordnance Survey of Ireland carried out in 1821(figure 3) shows what was found

to be a small single roonottage measuring sondn widex 6m long The small building in
guestion is shown shaded thereby indicating that it was in a habitable shediate of the
survey. The 29 Edition OS map of 1857 (figure 4) indicates that there was two structures,
one appearing to be a larger building in place of the original small cottage and another in line
with a trackway leading to an enclosed yard odgar The first of these two was shown
completely shaded and therefore habitable whilst the second indicated that part of this unit
was not habitable since it was not shown shaded. The UAS April 2008 survey findings (see
ASurveyo i n s ec hatahildiBg measdringvapproxtincaiely @m ldng x 5m
wide was built in line with the original small cottage with a separation of just over 2m
bet ween t hem. Ho we v er ,theseuwo buildingstwkre shewn asl e
one in the 1857 OS map
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The 39 Edition of the OS map of 1901 shows the building in line with the trackway had been
removed and the original small cottage was showsshated meaning that it was not
habitable at that time. By 1921 there washabitable buildings in thedement enclosure.
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Fig 5. 3" Edition 0S6-1-60-3 (1901 Fig 6. 4" Edition 0S-6-1-60-4(1921)
3.6 Archiving

Copies of this report have been deposited withNbethern Ireland Environment Agency
and theNational Trust. All site records are temporarily archived with the Honorary Archivist
of the Ulster Archaeological Society.

4. Survey

4.1 Methodology

It was decided that the survey would take the form of the production of plan and profile
drawings,and tle completion of a Condition And Management Survey of the Archaeological
Resource (CAMSAR) fornfAppendix 1) anch photographic survégppendix 2).

4.2 Production of plan and profile drawings

Plan and profile drawings were completed from data obtainedh fa field survey.
Measurements were o0Dbt aleitae SprinterylOOeiestromcgmedsirieg S 0 C i ¢
device. Sketch plans at 1:200 scale were completed on site by recording these measurements on
drafting film secured to a plane table and backipghe data on a field notebook for subsequent
reference.Field plans were later transferred to a compbtesed format for printin{figures 7&

8).

Tape measurements were also made of adjoinatgres suclssignificantsectiondound atthe
front of one of thebuildingsand their position relative tine front of thehouse

4.3 Site Observations
As can be seen frothe plan viewfigure 7,t wo di stinct housme | abell e
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2 metres apadrecontained within a closed area whichhisught to have been a garden with
openings to adjacent fields.

suspected entrance

Standing sections|
of house 'b'

open(ﬁg.)’)r] bank
%4

0 5 10m
hl:-:d:‘

Figure 7.  Plan view - Settlement House 1, Black Mountain

P HObllee '(;b" House "a"
. _~—gable ends_ gable ends
7 s 200
S Houses "a" & "b"
rear /\ front T
0 5 10m
b:g:!f:l

Figure 8. Profiles - House Site 1, Black Mountain
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3rd building shown in 1857 OS map only

(possible base remnant)

raised path at front of houses

0 Lazy Bed Field

TrackwayD upy House "a"

(widened - 1857 map only)
Figure 9. Possible arrangement of House Site 1 - 1857

The remains of House 6ab6 consists of a rectang
stonework of the house msuring roughly W 5m x L 6m(figure 10)The remains oHouse6 b 6 ,
measuring W 5m x L 9.5nfigure 11), on the other hand has a section of one corner of the house
standing about 1.9m high and what is assumed to be part of a window opening up to about
600nm in height. The remainder of this building is represent by a rectangle with moss covering

two course of stone.

Figure 10. Remains of House 6
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Figurell Remainsof House 6b©o

Figure 12. Significansectionsatfmt of House O0b©6



