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House Site 1, Black Mountain, Belfast 

 

1. Summary 

This report is based on a one day survey carried out by the Ulster Archaeological Society in 

collaboration with the National Trust on a farm ruin known as House Site 1 in the National 

Trust Divis and Black Mountain property to the north of the city of Belfast. 

 

It was found that House Site 1 had, from before 1831, been developed from a simple single 

room cottier type farmhouse to one consisting of three buildings by the middle of that 

century and then fall into complete ruin by the early years of the twentieth century.  Whereas 

the Ordnance Survey Records from 1831 onwards consistently record this farm and show 

the stages of development and decline, the Census and Poor Law Rating records seem to 

have missed this property out altogether or counted it as part of a main holding.  It was quite 

easy to establish ownership of the lands and property, however, due to lack of information in 

the Census and Poor Law records it has not been possible in the short term to establish who 

actually lived in or leased the property at anytime over the years. 

 

Located between the Divis and Black Mountain peaks in the Belfast Hills it would appear 

that this was a remote and isolated farm but on closer examination this can be shown not to 

be the case since it was within easy reach of the developing and expanding city of Belfast of 

the 19
th
 and 20

th
 centuries.  In this situation the farm would have had access to a readymade 

market for agricultural produce from the farm and reasonable opportunities for employment 

in the surrounding hills and in the city which is some two to three miles away.  

 

It has been suggested that Henry Joy McCracken, a principal in the 1798 Irish Rebellion, 

had some sort of connection with the farm but this has not been proven with any degree of 

certainty.   However, written accounts from that period in history have placed Henry Joy 

McCracken and eight of his comrades in the Divis area towards the end of June in 1798.  It 

was at this point that McCracken dismissed his men and, as evening fell, set out to find 

shelter for his sister and her female companion who were with them on the mountain.  The 

farm at House Site 1 would have been the closest house if the Bobby Stone on Black 

Mountain was the place where this event took place. 

 

The site is within 200 metres of the National Television Transmitter on Divis Mountain 

which is being replaced by a new digital transmitter within the next 3 years therefore steps 

are required to safeguard House Site 1 while the transmitter installation work is in progress 

 

2.   Credits and Acknowledgements  
The survey was led by Harry Welsh and other members of the survey team were William 

Dunlop, Ian Gillespie, Anne MacDermott, Ken Pullin, George Rutherford, Ruth Thompson. 

June Welsh, Yvonne Griffiths and Michael Catney.  The Ulster Archaeological Society is 

particularly grateful to Mr Malachy Conway, Survey Archaeologist of the National Trust, 

who worked closely with the survey team in choosing the site and facilitating access and was 

in attendance during the survey and to Dermot McCann the National Trust Divis Warden for 

sharing with us his knowledge and experience of Divis and Black Mountain area. We wish to 

thank Chris Lynn for making a dedicated visit to the site and providing comment and ideas 

on the possible layout of the settlement and the trackway leading to it.  Our appreciation is 

extended to Mr. John Davison, from the Queenôs University of Belfast (QUB) for arranging 
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the loan of additional items of survey equipment.  We are grateful to Kay Muhr, from 

Northern Ireland Place-Name Project, Queens University Belfast, for giving us an insight 

into the possible meaning of names which appear in relation to the immediate area of the site  

 

3. In troduction 

3.1    Objective 

In order to enhance the archaeological record of this site the Ulster Archaeological Society 

(UAS) carried out a survey the aims of which were to produce accurate plan and section 

drawings of the monument, carry out a photographic survey and complete a Condition and 

Management Survey of the Archaeological Resource (CAMSAR) record form. This report 

will be submitted to the Northern Ireland Environment Agency and the National Trust.   The 

report will also be added to the archives held by the Ulster Archaeological Society.  

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Survey in progress, UAS team at House Site 1 
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3.2     Location  

The archaeological survey carried out on 26
th
 April 2008 at House Site 1 is in the Black 

Mountain area of Belfast.   It is in theTownland of Divis, County Antrim, Barony of Belfast 

Upper, Part of Belfast Union and in the Parish of Shankill.    The Irish Grid reference is 

J 28856 75162.   House Site 1 has been given the reference NTSMR 132277 by the National 

Trust.    

                 -  Ordnance Survey and National Trust 

  

 

Figure 2.      Location maps for Settlement House 1 
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The monument, in the Belfast Hills close to the Divis Television Transmitter (Grid Ref:- 

J286752), can be seen on Google Earth
TM

 at 54 36 29.65N 6 00 23.47W. 

 

The site is accessed from the Belfast A55 Outer Ring Road onto the B38 Upper Springfield 

Road (near the top of the Monagh By-pass) and from there onto the Divis Road where a 

National Trust Wardens Office and car park is situated at No. 12 Divis Road.  From the car 

park the Divis and Black Mountain area is approached on foot through a gate opposite the car 

park (figure 2).  

  

3.3    Background  

The survey was carried out by members of the Ulster Archaeological Society in response to a 

decision taken by the committee of the society to extend an opportunity to members to 

participate in practical surveys of archaeological monuments that had not previously been 

recorded. This followed a bequest to the society from the late Dr Ann Hamlin, from which 

the items of survey equipment were purchased. During discussions with Mr Malachy 

Conway, Survey Archaeologist of the National Trust in Northern Ireland, it was noted that 

many archaeological sites on National Trust property had not been subject to a detailed 

archaeological survey and this site, amongst others, was identified as being worthy of 

investigation.    

 

In November 2004 the National Trust completed the acquisition of Divis Mountain and most 

of Black Mountain including its summit.  For the previous 50 years the area was under the 

control of the Ministry of Defence and therefore a restricted area. When the area was 

released, the archaeological features which were known to exist became available for closer 

inspection and a fuller exploration of the area was then possible.  The Ulster Archaeological 

Society survey of the House Site 1, Black Mountain is part of a programme to record in detail 

the many sites that have since become available. 

 

3.4   Previous archaeological surveys 

As far as is known, House Site 1 had not previously been surveyed prior to this survey on the 

26
th
 April 2008.  When the Trust acquired the property of Divis and Black Mountain only 5 

archaeological sites had previously been known to exist within its boundaries. This included 

two burial cairns, Carn Sheaan Bhuidhe or óYellow Jackôs cairnô [SMR ANT 060:015], from 

which a funerary vessel was recovered around 1840 and remains of a small slightly oval peat 

covered basalt cairn located just south of a pillar on Black Mountain [SMR ANT 060:061].  

Perhaps most significant from this record was the apparent absence of any monuments 

particularly from the summits, when those of the surrounding hills in the wider range display 

prominent burial cairns or forts. One reason for the apparent absence of such features from 

Divis can be put down to the construction of a military base on the summit, which survives 

today as an unmanned communications and radar station (Conway 2005a, 1).  With regard to 

Black Mountain specifically, though not all of Black Mt is contained within the acquisition, 

in summary it was found that it had a cairn on the summit, a souterrain on the northern slope, 

remains of a field system and enclosure to the NE, flint working sites on the E slope and two 

occupation sites on the S slope (Conway 2004, 1). Following a more detailed survey of the 

Divis and Black Mountain property, it was found that Dispersed hut sites along the south side 
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of Black Mountain attest to manôs presence here in the Bronze Age as does the discovery of 

round burial cairns, one of which can be seen near the summit of Divis (Conway 2005b, 1).  

 

It is against this background that House Site 1 was considered worthy of investigation since it 

can be considered close to the summit of Divis which is the highest point in the Belfast Hills. 

 

3.5  Cartographic evidence. 

For the purposes of this report the cartographic evidence taken consists of four Ordnance 

Surveys which are the 1
st
 Ordnance Survey(OS) of Ireland  6ò County Map of Antrim dated 

1831- 1832 (OS-6-1-60-1), the 2
nd

 Edition OS Survey 6ò County Map 1857 (OS-6-1-60-2),  

the 3
rd  

Edition OS Survey 6ò County Map 1901 (OS-6-1-60-3) and 4
th
 Edition OS Survey 6ò 

County Map 1921 (OS-6-1-60-4).  Subsequent OS Survey maps for the area, up to the 

present day, show the site as it was recorded in the 1921 survey. 

 

            
Fig 3.  1

st
 Survey OS-6-1-60-1(1831-32)   Fig 4.   2nd Edition OS-6-1-60-2(1857) 

 

 

 

The first Ordnance Survey of Ireland carried out in 1831-32 (figure 3) shows what was found 

to be a small single room cottage measuring some 5m wide x 6m long.  The small building in 

question is shown shaded thereby indicating that it was in a habitable state at the time of the 

survey.  The 2
nd

 Edition OS map of 1857 (figure 4) indicates that there was two structures, 

one appearing to be a larger building in place of the original small cottage and another in line 

with a trackway leading to an enclosed yard or garden.  The first of these two was shown 

completely shaded and therefore habitable whilst the second indicated that part of this unit 

was not habitable since it was not shown shaded.  The UAS April 2008 survey findings (see 

ñSurveyò in section 3 below) found that a building measuring approximately 9m long x 5m 

wide was built in line with the original small cottage with a separation of just over 2m 

between them.   However, due to the scale of 6ò to 1 mile, these two buildings were shown as 

one in the 1857 OS map.   
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The 3
rd

 Edition of the OS map of 1901 shows the building in line with the trackway had been 

removed and the original small cottage was shown un-shaded meaning that it was not 

habitable at that time.  By 1921 there was no habitable buildings in the settlement enclosure.  

 

 

          

                 
Fig 5.  3

rd
 Edition OS-6-1-60-3 (1901)                Fig 6.   4

th
 Edition  OS-6-1-60-4(1921) 

 

3.6   Archiving  

Copies of this report have been deposited with the Northern Ireland Environment Agency 

and the National Trust. All site records are temporarily archived with the Honorary Archivist 

of the Ulster Archaeological Society.  

 

4. Survey 
4.1 Methodology  

It was decided that the survey would take the form of the production of plan and profile 

drawings, and the completion of a Condition And Management Survey of the Archaeological 

Resource (CAMSAR) form (Appendix 1) and a photographic survey(Appendix 2) . 

 

4.2 Production of plan and profile drawings  

Plan and profile drawings were completed from data obtained from a field survey.  

Measurements were obtained by using the societyôs Leica Sprinter 100 electronic measuring 

device.   Sketch plans at 1:200 scale were completed on site by recording these measurements on 

drafting film secured to a plane table and backing up the data on a field notebook for subsequent 

reference.  Field plans were later transferred to a computer-based format for printing (figures 7 & 

8). 

 

Tape measurements were also made of adjoining features such as significant sections found at the 

front of one of the buildings and their position relative to the front of the house. 

 

4.3 Site Observations. 

As can be seen from the plan view (figure 7), two distinct houses labelled óaô and óbô some  
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2 metres apart are contained within a closed area which is thought to have been a garden with  

openings to adjacent fields.   
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Figure 7.     Plan view -  Settlement House 1, Black Mountain
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Figure 8.   Profiles - House Site 1, Black Mountain
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Figure 9.    Possible arrangement of House Site 1 - 1857
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North Field Boundary

suspected entrance

The remains of House óaô consists of a rectangle of moss covered mounds over what was the base 

stonework of the house measuring roughly W 5m x L 6m(figure 10).   The remains of House óbô, 

measuring W 5m x L 9.5m (figure 11), on the other hand has a section of one corner of the house 

standing about 1.9m high and what is assumed to be part of a window opening up to about 

600mm in height.  The remainder of this building is represent by a rectangle with moss covering 

two course of stone.  

 

 
            Figure 10.  Remains of House óaô 
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Figure 11.  Remains of  House óbô 

 

 
   

Figure 12.  Significant  sections at front of House óbô 
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