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1. Summary
1.1 Location

A site survey was ndertaken at the gardens of Dundrum Castle, Townland of
Dundrum, Parish of Kilmegan and Barony of Lecale Upper, National Grid reference J
4048 3700 The survey was the thirmh a series of planned surveys undertaken by
members of the Ulster Bhaeological Society durirgp13

Figure @.: Location map
1.2 Aims

In order to enhance the archaeological record of this site, the aims of this survey were

to produce accurate plan drawings of the monument and carry out a photographic
survey. This iformation was compiled into a report and copies submitted to the
Centre for Archaeol ogical F and fo thevavxchikes Qu e e n
of the Ulster Archaeological Society.



Figure @: UAS members surveying, with castle in background

1 2. Introduction
2.1 Background

The survey of the gardens at Dundrum Casides undertaken oB8aturday 29 June
2013.1t was carried out by members of the Ulster Archaeological So(isdgs), in
responsdo a decision taken by the committee of the society to extend an opportunity
to members to participate in practical surveys of archaeological monuments that had
not previously been recorded. This followed a bequest to the society from the late Dr
Ann Hamin, from which the items of survey equipment were purchabbkd.UAS

were invited to survey the gardens of Dundrum Castle followingeaes of
excavations during®2 and 2013.

2.2 Previous archaeological surveys

DundrumcCastle is in state care and is one of the most historically significant castles
in Northern Ireland, being originally constructed by John de Courcy soon after his
conquest of UlstefThe castle has been the subject of much debate and literature for
many ears, but scientific archaeological investigations were first undertaken in 1950
by Dudley Waterman. The most recent investigations there were carried out between
2011 and 2013 by Dr Philip Macdonald and these have added significantly to our
understandin@f the castle. Less attention has been paid to the arrangements of banks
that lie to the south of the castle and these have recently been interpreted as being
evidence of landscaping to provide gardensd at i ng t o the O6first ha
century(Macdonald 2013, 3)The 2013 UAS survey sought to carry out a plan survey

of these features.



2.3 Cartographic Evidence

Figure @B: OS County Series, Down, Sheet 44, First Edition (part of) 1835

The First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1835 showsaitéa surrounding the castle
ruins heavily wooded.
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Figure @&: OS County Series Down Sheet 44, Second Edition (part of) 1859

By 1859, the area surrounding the castle ruins is less heavily wooded and paths into
the site are clearly marked.



Figure ®: OS County Series Down Sheet 44, Third Edition (part of) 1925

By 1925, the site remains sparsely wooded, but paths have not been noted. It might be
speculated that either the cartographers merely added the essential features of the site,
omitting the @ths, or instead, the paths were not in use by this time and were not
visible. In any event, there is no indication that the gardens were visible in any of the
Ordnance Surveynaps and clearly predated thesnpporting an earlier date for this
feature (sugested by Macdonald above).

2.4 Archiving

Copies of this report have been deposited vtk Centre for Archaeological
Fieldworkand the Ulster Archaeological Society. All site records have been archived
by the National Trust at Rowallane, Saintfieladyudty Down.
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Mac Donald and staff of the Centivesityf or Ar c|
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3. The 2013UAS Survey

3.1 Methodology

It was decided that the survey would take the forrhefproduction of plan drawings
and elevations, accompanied by a photographic survey. This report was compiled

using the information obtained from these sources, in addition to background
documentary material.

3.2 Production of plan drawings

Plan drawing and elevations were completed, using data obtained from the field
survey. Measurements wer e LeibtatSpintereld0 by
electronic measuring device. Sketch plans a@d 2cale were completed on site by
recording these measurements drafting film secured to a plane table and backing
up the data on a field notebook for subsequent reference. Field plans were later
transferred to a computéased format for printing.
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Figure ®&: Plan of gardens (western part)
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Figure (’: Plan d Gardens (eastern part)
3.3 Photographic archive

A photographic record of the site was taken by usifgi@h G6008 megapixel
digital cameraand a photographic record sheet was employed, corresponding to
photographs taken during the site survey2®June 2013 The archive has been
compiled in jpeg format and saved to compact (kse Appendix below)



Figure @: View of gardens, looking norteast from main entrance

Figure ®: View of terracing, looking nortwest
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